
Norway to put billions of kroner into renewable energy 
 
 
The Research Council of Norway has named eight national research centres 
for environmentally friendly technology. Each centre will receive up to NOK 20 
million a year for five years. 
 
The eight research centres will focus on topics ranging from wind, solar and 
bioenergy to CO2 capture and storage and zero-energy housing, and research 
groups at SINTEF/NTNU are either leading or participating in six of them. 
 
The aim is for the centres to contribute to the development of good 
technologies for environmentally friendly energy and to raise the level of 
Norwegian expertise in this area. In the longer term, they should help to 
generate new industrial activity and new jobs. Each of the centres is expected 
to be a national leader in its field. 
 
“These efforts will bring Norway into line with a widespread international trend 
that is being led by the USA and the EU, with active efforts being made in 
environmentally friendly technologies”, says Arvid Hallén, president of the 
Research Council of Norway. 
 
 
Important contribution at global level 
 
“The development of technology in this field will be one of Norway’s most 
important contributions in the field of climate improvement,” says Unni 
Steinsmo, president of SINTEF. 
 
Steinsmo believes that the new centres will be an extremely important facet of 
Norway’s international efforts in the field of climate technology. The research 
centres in Trondheim are already collaborating extensively with leading 
groups in Europe, the USA, China and Japan on climate technology. Now, we 
will build on these contacts and develop both technology and a consciousness 
of what is needed to produce a technological revolution. 
 
“Together with our partners, we will contribute actively to ensuring that both 
Norway and the global community will benefit as much as possible from our 
efforts. As a supplier of knowledge and technology at international level, 
Norway can contribute to making cuts in global emissions that will be several 
times as large as those we can make within our own territory,” says Steinsmo. 
 
This goal is to be achieved by means of three main strategies: 
 

• A major increase in electricity generation from renewable sources such 
as wind, solar power and biomass 

• Dealing with CO2 emissions from fossil sources of energy such as coal, 
oil and gas 

• More efficient end-use of energy. 
 



These are the centres NTNU/SINTEF are leading or participating:: 
 
Research Centre for Offshore wind Technology 
 
BIGCCS Centre - International CCS Research Centre 
 
The Research Centre on Zero Emission Buildings - ZEB  
C
 

entre for Environmental design of renewable energy. (CEDREN) 

ioenergy Innovation Centre 

he Norwegian Research Centre for Solar Cell Technology 
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http://www.sintef.no/upload/Konsern/Milj%C3%B8%20og%20klima/Offshore%20Wind%20Technology.pdf
http://www.sintef.no/upload/Konsern/Milj%C3%B8%20og%20klima/BIGCCS.pdf
http://www.sintef.no/upload/Konsern/Milj%C3%B8%20og%20klima/ZEB.pdf
http://www.sintef.no/upload/Konsern/Milj%C3%B8%20og%20klima/CEDREN.pdf
http://www.sintef.no/upload/Konsern/Milj%C3%B8%20og%20klima/CEDREN.pdf
http://www.sintef.no/upload/Konsern/Milj%C3%B8%20og%20klima/CenBio.pdf

